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Honoring character, memories & connections

“Sometimes you can't see yourseﬁf cfear[y until you see yourseﬁf rﬁrougﬁ the eyes (f others.” -Ellen Degeneres
Happy + 04 Birthdey Chris!

Dear Chris,

This CharacterTree was created especia[fy for you with contributions from your [oving and appreciative
friena(s & famify. The words you see ccgaturea( on this oak tree represent what you are to us, and all that
you @ffer to those whose [ives you touch. The symﬁofism @C the oak tree is sigmficant because tﬁey are
magica[ trees that, like you, instead @C Eenaﬁng under stress, hurt, and }min, tﬁey aa(a}at and grow until
tﬁey overcome it. T ﬁrougﬁout ﬁistory tﬁey have been cherished because tﬁey represent many tﬁings,
incfuaﬁng the concept @C ﬁ)ngevity, and @C wisdom. This is a tree that stands the test @C time. Our ﬁope is
that when you look at this tree you will be reminded @C how much you mean to us. Below is the [ist @C
everyone’s favorite tﬁings about you (we included as many as we could on your CharacterTree), you are an

amazing}aerson cma(we are a[[so gmtefu[to ﬁave you in our ﬁV@S.’

e Dad - “Coumgeous and tougﬁ. Ofren wonder 1f peopﬁz who meet her suspect tﬁey are in the presence
@C a world-class athlete. At age 14 she swam the 19th fastest 1500-meter free in the world, became a
four-time ﬁigﬁ school state cﬁam}aion, was Athlete @C the Year three years in a row, set three Oregon
open records and three school vecords, was both ﬁigﬁ school and cofﬁzge All-America several times.
Chris was the greatest distance swimmer in the ﬁistory @C the ?amfic Northwest. From age six until
she gma(uatea( from cofﬁzge, Chris lined up hundreds @C times against the best. She expectea( to win
every competition and near[y did”

e Mom - Determined, tﬁougﬁtfuf, giving, caring, and a strong com}aetitor!

e Aunt Rosie - Chris was the youngest @C the first 5 gmna(cﬁi[a(ren so to us she was our “fBaEy Chris”. As
Chris grew up and dedicated her younyg ﬁfe to swimming, getting tﬁrougﬁ cofﬁzge ona swimming
scﬁofarsﬁi}a and Eeing a mom and furtﬁering her education - she has a[ways risen to the occasion @C
what ﬁfe has presentea( to her. 1 would call Chris a “survivor”. 1 am extreme[y }Wouaf @C her - she has
a[ways been one @C my gir[s in my heart.

* Tiana - Commitment & _perseverance

*  Cori - Brave, confiaﬁznt & forgi\/ing

*  Tami - Hilarious & insigﬁtfu[



Karla - Two tﬁings 9 love about Chris are: Her incredible sense qf humor, no one makes me [augﬁ
harder. And her determination, she has proven to me the under any circumstances you can come
out winning

Lynnea - What a storyte[ﬁzr she is.

Christine - S}?iriteaf and Soccer Mom qf the Year!

Darcie - ROYAL FLUSH, strength

Angie - LOYAL & OOH..Horse Man!

Tammie - Workout fBua(a(y and dedicated friena(

Cina(y - Determined, inspimtiona[ & friena( for [iﬁz.’ No matter how [ong it goes between our visits we
easi[y }n'cE up where we ﬁzfr qﬁc- a friena(sﬁip that can withstand any amount qf time & distance! ©
Teri - Compassionate ... What 1 respect about Chris is that she is forgiving. ‘Unseffisﬁ[y forgi\/ing.
Catﬁy - frg’oyaﬁﬁz and Spontaneous

Jodie- Funny cfaiwoyant taboo partner

Kristi - Tun-foving and strong willed

Connie - 1 like Chris for Being very funny and vivacious. She makes me [augﬁ and is an extreme[y
caring person. She will be sore[y missed]

CKe[[y -A friena( that "isn't too much work to be around”- 1 can a[ways count on Chris to make me
[augﬁ no matter how bad it is.

Nicole - Wona&z(fu[ fami[y & funny

Q\/leg - Fun & Comical “Chris and 1 have a 30 year ﬁistory qf friena(sﬁi}a. To me, she is like the stars.
You don't a[ways see them but you know tﬁey are there!”

?(a}o}ay fBirtﬁa(ay & Best Wishes!

Cina(y

To [augﬁ qfren and much;
To win the respect qf inte[[igent }9@0}9&2 and the qﬁcection qf children;
To earn the appreciation qf honest critics and endure the Betmya[ qf
fa[se friena(s;
To a}a}areciate Beauty, to fina( the best in others;
To leave the world a bit better, whether By a ﬁeaﬁfﬁy child, a gm’a&zn
}mtcﬁ or a redeemed social condition;
To know even one ﬁfe has breathed easier because you have lived.
This is to have succeeded.

~’Raﬁaﬁ Waldo Emerson




